UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION

Idaho Falls, Idaho
Jenuary 3, 1933

He W. Parris,
Commiggioner of Heclamation,
Boise, Idaho

Dear lire. Farrise—

Heference is made to your lebier of December 31, 1932,
relative Ho the reservoir site on Henrys Fork and reguesting o tracing
or blue print of same.

Ve have recently completed & survey of a potential reservoir
gite on the Henrys Fork, as you have been informed, but the site ig
gtill dn a very rreliminary stabtus as to it's Teasibility and no
assurance can be gziven ab this bime that the site will even be found
to be Temgible. Tt would be impossible for me Ho give out anything
definste on this gite at the dresent time as all informsbion 10 be
released ig subject 10 the endorsement of the Chief Inmginesr prior
to it's Issuance.

It will be necespary to diamond drill bthis site before any—
thing of & definste nature can be debermined. I trust that it will
be possible Lo relesse this information, Thru the proper channels,
in time 10 serve yOUr DUTDOSE.

Vishing you & happy and successful Wew Year, I am,

Sincerely yours, -~

Fo e Bmith,
Ingineer.
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i
Commissioner HiW.Taris, «
Department of Heclamation.
Boiee, ‘Zdaho,

Dear br,Faris:

4

A o

% Answering Four letter under date of Dec. 28th
%2, Tt is reported here, by John K, Cluff, who lives in the mouth of
=
A

ks

Trail Creek Camyon, that a group of surveyors, presumdbly, under the

g

direction of lir.Smith, made a survey of the prospectibe resorvoir sight

Sust below the junction of Trail and lioose Creeks, and that at this point
about 25,000 scre feet of water could be impoundeds

I have no ides who wrote to you. How-evey, if this

report is true,you can readlly see that it is of very great intrest to ,
the irrigators of thésé neighborhood, and that the earlier they can sscure
the officisl report the better., I shall very much appreciaste 1t if you
cen arrainge to have this report sent to me at the earliest posible date.

v Wr Cluff and the Hotel proprietor scem to be
the only ones who knew of the presents of these enpineers. Ve had hoped
to know when they would be here, so thet we could hw® have provided
saddle and pack horses. e believe that the best prospects for reservoir s

are off the highway, in places reached, now only by horseback,.

i

Yoy I hear from you a%t an erly date. Thanking
vou for your letter, and extending to you my very hest wishes I an

Very bruly yours,

Y,

TRECEIVED
JAN 6 1933
| DEPARTMENT OF RECLAMATION




He:

Jeauery 7, 1950

Hons 0. %%ﬁ;
gi@%@?;
141 b0

Dear Uiy, B tol:
I hove vour letter of Junnary 4, 1853, re surveys ,%? ﬁg

Q’* 5, Burenm of %aa&m%iaa in vour vieinity., 1 s=lled iy, Smiti’

%%zxiéﬁ to this motier o the time of the mesting in Iriaes 1&3’%
suzmer, bul sop rontly thess sites wers overlooked when the sngineers
wers in thet nelghborbood, hen this fagh ﬁ’“‘“*‘é %@ y 3@%3@% i@%@;& in
the seasop L soniy contected v, indd :
thet 211 sossibilities im 10 %

I a5 sdvised by Doetor liead, U, &, B

Sayseu of Beelawmiion,
thst the resilts of these surveys will not be @@‘%ﬁ& bﬁﬁ until spring,

but was later sdvised by ir. Debler, Chief Hydrsulie Enzineer of the
Jeparitment, thet if ve were interssted ln any @gﬁim}%zﬁ site ndvance
informtion mizht be had with reference to ii., Oo if you will advise
28 fust whot the situstion ls and whot information you desize I will
£¥y %o securye 1t for you.

%o veceived & letter Trom John H. Clulfl some time 520 on the
gooe subiset %Z;%ﬁ ¢ meiling him & eopy of this latter as an answer
2o Ll o 8r o un, ' ~

Yery truly yours,

B, W, PRI
€ saiétﬁ% or Bes oo

Rar/mt
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VICTOR, IDAHO,  Jan 10th 33,

¢ ‘

Commissioner B.W.laris,
Department of Zeclamation
Boise, ldaho,

Dear *r, laris:

i

: of the 7th dnst, ; for which I
thank vou.

' John He Cluff; advises thal the enginesrs,
told him that there was a posibdlity of storing about 25,000 acre
! X 5 5

£3 A

fest of water in the mouth of Trail Canyon, near tjs junction of
loose and Trail Crecks.

g posible 6 pet guigk report on this, -
~here, I would very much appreciatse it.
sm there=fers asking vou to have this report sent to me as soon @s
it is posible,

or any other storage sig

-
ke

=i

R

ot




Victor idz.
Jonuery 10 ; 22
Irva-etion Heaorces
Commigsicner of Recalematon
R P ’*?aria
Dear ir. fares ©
Tour lstmf of Jenusry seventh recieved, reﬁué%ting the infermation we would
li¥e toc have on the survey Mr. Suith nade in owr vicinityfor wate resorces

‘K’*

deaire, e reer es posssble,the amount of water this sipht
will impondd &,e,acer feel,sccordiin: to Mr. Sniths survey:The extent of
cms:mctisz:,‘f‘he co £ construction .nd if he found avny thing tizt would n
vob vezs the ooy renn t& of the Heclemation in construction.

We do not feel to a3k any infervstion out of veazor iv this
matter,but the possiseion ws are facing is ;,hi%'The old decrees of the Snak e
piver velllo ors bLosin »xeaateé‘. on vE when the wader gup;slv’ is low which
hamperz crop production beyorl indurencesn 17 ve cornc ¢ gefficent
water,which i3 cur only resn&%&ticmwa will half to go delinguent.

Ve feel thet thie sisht will £11]1 our rejuired needs if we
can get it constructed.With retearial and labor chesp,and so nerny in u.ire
need of = few dollars omd willine %o work for if,%het no tios Lo vy
Lofu owel” fey coretruction thoan now.

e

o

i

lr Batch feal tha t bhe cannot devoie th regu!
retter at presant,is the reason why I an answering this lette

Yeou will be vigited by Ur. BEynes our represe
ir o few doys .« A1) irfernation you pay sieve to hine

Tours very iruly




DISTRICT No. 36-C Hisc,
INV. WATER RESOURCES
UPPER SNAKE R. VALLEY

Jemary 14, 1933

Mr. JOHH R, CLUIR,
Vietor,

idahno

Dear ¥r, Cluff:

We have vour lstter dated Japuspy 10, 1923, with refarence to

storsge possibilities on Treil Creek, 1 wrote the Engineer of the
U, 5, Bureau of Heclamation st Idaho Falls megﬁixg information with
reference to this site and others & short time sgn, and wes advised
that sueh information would heve %o ¢come from the Chief Ingineser sﬂz’
Denver. I am now *gri%in;;;g%%z'@ %a;"esr; the Chief Lngineer, requesting
mape and profiles of this site, tozether with others in which we are
interesied.

I will be glad to trensmit to you whatever information is

furmizhed e,

VYery truly vours,

Q@missi@aezfs of Heolhmiion

RWF/mt




56"'8 ﬁ‘?isc *
INVESTLGATION WATER RESOURCES Japnery 14, 1985
UPPER SNAKE RIVER VALIEY .

Mr. R, ¥. WALTER,
Chief Ingineer,
benver, Uolo.

L, é@gr Iy, Valtar:

Pendine the &ﬁjﬁ&@ﬁa&% of the differences betwean .yoming
Idaho with reference to intersiate woters, there ore several small
reservolr sites on the Idaho mide of the line in which locsl pariies
are interested, particulerly one investigated by the fureau on the
North Fork of Snake River near Ponds and one on Trail Creek near Viclor.

Doctor Mead andvised me a% the recent meeting in 3alt Leke City
that the results of the surveys mads by the Buresu would not be mvailsble
until sometime next spring. lr. Debler subssquently suggested thet i
thers were any particular sites in which we were interested advonee
inforustion micht be had, or 2t least eontour maps and profiles furnished,

I consistent with your rules and rezulstions 1 would greatly
appreciate whatever information you have with veference %o the two sites
shove mentloned., I wrote lr. Zaith some time ago regerding this msiter
and he advised that any informtion would have %o come from your offics,

With kindest personal regards, I am

Very tmuly yours,

Copminsioner of Beo smesiong

RiP/mt
ce - Fc F. Smith,

Idaho Falls




INV. WIR. RESOURCES UPPER SHAKE R. VALIEY.

January 14, 1933

§§§¥§ ﬁ%iiﬁ
idano

ey v, Conminlle

#s hove your letter dated Japuary 11, 1833, re discontizucnce
of gaging s%@% gg%%@ga Biver ond 2einniin e b aew 0he neay Uhe
proposed dem/slte on ‘s Fork nesr FPonde,

%ﬁ@%@ the Teton &

o it i %@ﬁ’ﬁ%ﬁ&iﬁg b ,
8 yeeord at the propoied ﬁ te an ﬁé t
&aié@?ﬁ%i&g at lezst, #so
?X’%%ﬁéﬁ 28 Boprestied

 has m definitely resjeated, z ses

fﬁ? %;za@ %mitg» %i%ﬁ?&% ’g’%:#:g ?5&@22 : o %; awyﬁ%& §m§ %ézg West cove
out with the Goverzor's mpproval, the reouest Bl %@ﬁﬁ% giill further oul
to 216,000, Of eourse there is no knowing what the legisiatu e my do in
the matter, but 1% 1= pretty selfe to sssume thet they/ #111 not inerecss
the Governor's recuest, 80 I do 1ot know just shere ars ol 1o oo
olf,

Very truly yours,

Conslesioner of Bonlon tioe

Re¥/me




ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO
THE CHIEF ENGINEER

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION

CUSTOMHOUSE

DENVER, COLORADO
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER

January 17, 1933

Mre. Re ¥o Faris,
Commissioner, Depsrtment of Reclemation,
Boise, Idaho.

Dear Ur, Faris:

BEeplying to your letter of Jenuary 14, 1935 I
wish to advise that the mapg of the reservolr sites nes
the Tdsho-iyoming state line are still in the originsl
pencil form and cennot be veadily reproduced. = The ieser-
voir site near Ponds on the North Fork of the Enske river
which you mention, is apparently not involved in the ne-=

gotistions with Tyoming, being quite distant from the Tyoming
state line and receiving no mdters that originste in i*@mipg

It has frecuently occurred; when the Burssu of
Reclamstion has made surveys of reservoir sites in numerous
localities, that individusls have abben
of the situation by making filings for water r
reservoir sites with the view of demsnding payme
rights when the time came for their ut In some
states the situation hag been ﬁet by a et withdrawal
by the state of the entire flow of uhe af*ecteé streams snd
in others by the issuance of permits to state officisls for
the benefit of the public.

teke advantage
~hts on %Lch
nt for such

a} [119)

§.
‘.Jc
T

..4 e
b

T would sugpest that in case the Tdzho laws permit
acourse of action along thesge or similer lines o prevent
speculative filings, you teke =uch zction prior to the time
the bureau report on the Snake River investigations mey be
coupleted.

Very truly yours

RECELY Ei}«i A Foraoter
Re Eo Walter
Chief Engineer




-, .
OFFICE OF

SHELBY HUGH ATCHLEY
PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY
TETON COUNTY

DRIGGS, IDAHO,

Jan.18,1933

Mr.R,V.Faris,Commissioner
Department of Recliamation
Boi se,Tdaho

Dear Mr.Faris:

I am sendingz you herewith a rouzh map of the
irrication swstem of Trail Creek,a stream in the South end of
Teton County.I understand that you have gone over the system
there and that you arve fairly famiiar with it.However,the in-
closed map may be used to advantage in refreshing your memory
concerning same.,

The past two years the water users dogwn in
Madison county have had an agreement with some of the users
of Trail Creek to the effect that Trail Creek users should
deiiver so much wabter to Warm Creek or to live water elisewhere,
For example,the lower users were represented by the"Kicks'
Committee™,.The Ricks' Committee had an agreement with the
String Cansl users whereby the String Canal users were fto de-
liver sommanmyyinches to Werm Creek.,This srzangement was male
in 1931 for the season of 1931 and azain Aug.7,193Z,to Aug.
20,1932.The String Csnal people did not deliver a satisfactory
gquantity to the Ricks' Committee under said agreement,so the
Ricks' Bommittee entered into an agreement with the Tomks'
canal peopie which seemed to be fairly satisfactory.Now they
wish to enter into a similar agrecment for the coming irrigetion
season,but they wish to have the following questions answered
by your office firgh:

FPirst.When the water falls to a point where
the Ricks?' Committes can demand it s8il,does 1t become mutusi,
or priority of riésht water?In other words,if the Tonks' canal
users have saved any wmafer by virtue of their agreement with
the Ricks!' Committee,does it belong to those who have saved
it%

Second.Can the Tonks' Gsnal people make a
compromise agreement whereby Ricks' Committee can take more
than their decree,either by azreement or by purchase?

Third,.Can the Strins canal users hold anything
by virtue of their having had ah agreement with the Ricks'
peopie during the fwo seagons of 1931 and 19347



OFFi F.
SHELBY HUGH ATCHLEY cEO

FROSECUTING ATTORNEY
PROSECUTING ATTCORNEY

TETON COUNTY
DBRIGGS, IDAHO,

R.W.Faris,page 2.

Fourth.Can the Ricks' Bsers Dbeliow make canals from the
various canons®That is,have they a risht to demand a right-
of~way from the canens to the Teton River%0r,will the waters
be foreed to run through the natursi channels?

The foresoings are wuestions which the Tonks''canal
and the Kimball canal users asked me to submit to you.
Your answersitboigame will be greatiy arpreciated,

Very truly yours,

*
S.Hoateniey
“Pros.dttonpney
Teton Uounty,Idgho







OFFICE OF
SHELBY HUGH ATCHLEY
PROSECUTING ATTORNEY
PROSECUTING ATTORNEY
TETON COUNTY

DRIGGS, IDAHO,

Peb, &, 1955

Mr, H. W. Paris, Commissioner
Department of Reclamahiaén
Bolsze, Idaho

On the 1i8th of iast month I wrote you in
rezard to the waters of Trail Creek, Viebsdr, Idaho.
Since that time some of the users of the various canalis
from szid stream have callied to see me reiative to the
rishte of the lower country users. They seem to have the
ides that inasmuch ag previous tests have shpwn that oniy
égﬁ of the waters of Trail Creek resch Teton Kiver by aliow-
ing the stream to run down the hetursl channel, the lower
users wouid not be entitled bto more than that emoubt if
its waters are taken throuzgh g canzal or canals, In Bthe
words, oniy 25% of said stream should be delivered to
live water, and they want you to hold that in your opinion.

Very truiy yours,




Re: DISTRICT No. 36

: : Janus 5, 1923, re dis-

trisution of water iza, *@?@@%‘ Bag gourss s;’c‘

aﬁil, but reply hes been defer é aa%iﬁag a %amim*&iaa of negotl-
oo Xé%ﬁw &;’%ﬁ »ggm ’ssg‘i%}i o i : ;

ag%ems s?;’:t‘%@% Yous situsiien, Howewss, ) now hes |
sent will bs reashsd betwess the stetes wit

Hepiyins e the severel guesiions %ﬁﬁ%giﬁ% in vour lettes
of Jenuawy :@@zz, ii would say:

1., Ouy Supreme Court, in the case of Reno va. Righurds, 32
Idabn 1, l8id down the Tollowing mile:

= >V~}"’%"§,ﬁ§§ @@%é%&{;ﬁi@% T o

and evapora! o5, ﬁ&sﬁ mterinlly o

ol wier evilable fron the sisyg =

use, hos the vl Bt fo mke use of the smount of %&tgz
80 conserved by Nis efforis in cuesss of the o]
?.’L&ﬁ af the g%%&zm

This rule has %sa:& sdopted in meny g&%ﬁ%gﬁ@i&% deeclisions of the Court.

-

In g@zsr ﬁ&ﬁa i;t @@%&é %%am %E&'& a sabséssa‘sial safdng f;f %‘a‘%@:‘

7, ,éﬁ E see @g the ﬁigﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%& i}f ‘Eé‘iﬁ %@3%@ ﬁ&’?ﬁ‘ﬁé s%,‘}ﬁ be
taken cere of by mitusl %g@@ﬁm@ among the various users. In case

the users sannot agree, the only recourse would be s decres of cour
which would be expensive, im&@a delay and, no doubt, result in
frietion and 111 feelins srons the people, ,

%,




3, The question as to whethsr or not the Siring Canal acquired

a&g right by virtus of its agveenent wiih the lower users ing the

asons of 1931 and 1928, is one for legsl determination, with refersnce
o wﬁm& you, a8 a lawyer, ave in & betior ;@si*&im 4o advise your
clients then T am, However, from a layman's standpolnt, ?il would
{wsgine thet the rule of sfverss possession would epply, under whish,
a8 you know, it taken ﬁ«m years adverse possession to &agzzirg 8
it ’

4, I sssume your inguiry goss to %the question of the rizbis
of the lower users with reference %o streams goming out of the various
C&ﬂfy’ﬁﬁ& and siaking ix; the grovel befs at the mouth of the canyons, I
know of no statute or rule of law applyinz %o such 8 situstion excent
@%i?}}.@ Sagtien %,w.w%, Idaho Cods innototed, relating to shange of
point of diversion. O0OFf course ihe decres govers *%33% sﬁm %zaﬁ i’%s
tributaries, but o gourd sians Beld vhes hen 8 Gnil
:%,*%aiﬁz %%2&5 main steean 1 was no loncer o ’g?i%@g?:;, %z% %&@@ %"Qﬁ%ﬁ arise
the oid question of subsuvfoes flow, which ie 2 s.;gw%sﬁimz %EL;'% ms %@
ﬁ%z.é%ﬁ% in the .‘iigiz‘is of the facts a;m cirgumstances o
particulor cose.

The question propounded in your letier of February opd
somprehends the enbire situation, In scuilty, if afler 2 ressonnble
and sonclusive test were nade 1% wes founé thet only 7B per cent of
%%zs waters of the seveval stresns resched the lower users, only that
sount should be deliversd to them after dlversion throuph other cenalsy
%m% the Commissicnsy of Tealawsion is an sdministrative offleer, with
no judieiel powers o setile such a question.

Ieam, ai%ﬁ giﬁé@%@ pergonal regerds o you all,

atins thot thne foresolng enswers your several iz%@%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁf

Yery tzuly yours,

Comnmissiouer of Beol




THE PACIFIC BUILDER
AND ENGINEER

The Construction News of the Pacific Northwest
ARCADE SQUARE
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON




Re: 26-C mise,
Inv. Water Resources, Upper Snake River

THE PACTHIC BUILIER
ircade Squors, |
Seattls, Washinston

Gentisnen:

ve hove vouyr latier datpd Moreh 24, 1085, ve sxnenditures
by the Recoustruction Finenee Corporstion in comsiruciion of
resepvoirs in the Upner Bnels Biver vecion. The only setion
thut hes been token with veference Yo this motter s Tar wna
invessiantione wide by the U, B, Buveu of Heel:owation 1ozt
summer, which were not completed, but it i3 expected that they
will be eontinued during the conmin: sesson. 5o far no inform-
ation Las been ~iven out as to the resulie of such investigations.

There is mo work contemplated for 1972 uncer the
diveetion of this Dan rlaent,

Yery tmuly yourse,

Gonmiegioner of Heslorntion

RE/mt




